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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
The Technology Department has worked hard to 
develop a computer replacement cycle for the dis-
trict. This replacement cycle would tie directly into 
the Board of Education’s 10-year capital plan and 
capital budget if approved by the Board of Educa-
tion in November. 
The plan calls for the replacement of every com-
puter in the district within the next seven years. 
For 2011-12, the plan would replace student lap-
tops and the computer lab at Linden among oth-
ers. The following couple of years call for the re-
placement of computers in the labs at PHS, MSP 
and Wheeler. This replacement cycle also outlines 
a plan for replacing servers and purchasing other 
technology equipment such as Smart Boards at 
MSP. The total cost of this plan for 2011-12 is 
$399,400. Funding will need to be approved by 
the Town Manager, Town Council and as part of 
the all day town vote this spring. 

Faculty Members Present at CECA 
Several faculty members recently conducted pres-
entations at the CT Educators Computer Associa-
tion (CECA). The education community is using 
Twitter, a micro-blogging tool, to share educational 
resources, point to articles and blogs, and discuss 
issues in education. Instructional Technology 
Specialist, Ann Carnevale, conducted a hands-on 
workshop entitled “Twitter 101 For Teachers,” intro-
ducing educators and administrators to the very 
basics they need to get started networking with the 
global education community on Twitter. Carnevale, 
together with Wheeler faculty members Jennifer 
Murrihy and Tawana Graham-Douglas, pre-
sented “Web 2.0 is Elementary,” introducing a vari-
ety of tools appropriate for use in elementary class-
rooms, allowing students to communicate, collabo-
rate and create! Tools featured included Wall-
wisher, Wikis, Glogster, VoiceThread, Word 
Clouds, Animoto, Voki, and Primary Pad. Copies of 
the presentations are linked off of Ann’s blog 
at: http://anncarnevale.edublogs.org/videos/. 
MSP and PHS Instructional Technology Spe-
cialist Tom Kennedy presented "Unintended Con-
sequences," based on Nicholas Carr's recent book, 
"The Shallows, What the Internet Is Doing to Our 
Brains." Kennedy stressed the need to strike a bal-
ance between reading on the Web and reading 
books, and the importance of allowing time for re-
flection. 

Homecoming Festivities Abound! 
The PHS community enjoyed a variety of activities 
during Homecoming weekend. The weekend be-
gan with the Homecoming Dance for students on 
10/22. More than 500 students attended the 
dance, which was the largest turnout in recent his-
tory. On 10/23, the Homecoming Parade  featured 
floats made by each class, with the senior class 
winning the float competition. The homecoming 
football game featured the PHS Blue Devils in a 
35-6 victory over E.O. Smith. During half time, the 
Homecoming Court was announced including: 

Homecoming King & Queen: 
Aaron Forino & Alyssa Anello 

 
Sam Hausman & Abby Szach (2nd) 

Dylan Chasse & Nicole Angelillo  (3rd) 
Conor Phaneuf & Blaire Bouchard (4th) 

Chase Tarca & Jamie DeRevere (5th) 

Did You Know? 
Students in Rachel Valentine’s kindergarten class 
at Linden recently took part in an intergenerational 
activity, visiting residents of the Apple Valley Reha-
bilitation Center in Plainville. In addition to the visit, 
the students participated in a “Kids Say the 
Darndest Things” show for residents.  


